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FORM NO. Η2020-4


	HORIZON 2020 PARTNER SEARCH FORM


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
I am a Coordinator in a Project Proposal looking for Partners
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
I am a Partner in a Project Proposal looking for Partners

	Contact Details

	Contact person
	George Zodiatis

	Title
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dr   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prof

	Position in the Organisation
	Senior Scientist-Researcher, Vice Director

	Organisation
	Oceanography Centre, University of Cyprus (OC-UCY)

	Type of Organisation
	University

	Address
	P.O. Box 20537

	Postcode/City
	1678 Nicosia

	Country
	Cyprus

	Tel.
	22893988
	Fax
	22892575

	Email
	gzodiac@ucy.ac.cy, rhoads.l.daniel@ucy.ac.cy 

	Web address
	www.oceanography.ucy.ac.cy 

	Short Profile of the Organisation, the Coordinator and Other Personnel to be Involved (max 500 words)

The Oceanography Center at the University of Cyprus (OC-UCY) is the Cyprus institution for ocean research and one of the operational marine downscaling and down streaming forecasting and monitoring centers in the Mediterranean.

The Oceanography Center was established in 2003 following an agreement between the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research of the Ministry of Agriculture Natural Resources and Environment and the University of Cyprus. In early 2008 the Board of Minister of the Cyprus Government approved the consolidation of the Center, while the same period, following the decision of the Senate of the University of Cyprus, the Oceanography Center became a Research Unit within the faculty of Pure and Applied Sciences.
The Oceanography Centre activities include numerical models, satellite remote sensing, remote in-situ monitoring, hydrography, data and metadata management, and operational oceanography, biological oceanography and modeling for ecosystem management. The OC-UCY is a member in EuroGOOS and MONGOOS. The OC-UCY has developed and operates since early 2002 the CYCOFOS, the Cyprus Coastal Ocean Forecasting and Observing System, which provides operational forecasts for sea currents, temperature, salinity, sea state, near real time information on satellite remote sensing SST, surface chlorophyll-a, light attenuation, oil spill predictions,  remote in-situ sea level, temperature and salinity profiles. The OC-UCY also monitors nutrient conditions and coastal pollution for modeling and managing fisheries ecosystems. 


	Project Information

	Deadline for Responses: September 2015


	Topics Covered: marine microbiology; nutrient cycling; primary productivity


	Type of Action:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research and Innovation Actions
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Innovation Actions 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coordination and Support Actions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions (ITN, IF, RISE, COFUND)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ERC Grant Schemes (Starting; Consolidator; Advanced Grants; Proof of Concept Grant; Synergy Grant) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fast Track to Innovation Pilot

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SME Instrument

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support to Pre-Commercial Procurement (PCP)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public Procurement of Innovative Solutions (PPI)   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Co-Fund Actions     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Inducement Prizes     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dedicated loan and equity instrument 



	Project Idea Description (brief description of project idea – maximum 500 words) :
Plankton are at the base of the marine trophic chain, and can be limited by nutrient concentrations in the photic zone of the water column, as is the case in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea (EMS). The inter-annual and inter-seasonal variability of dissolved N and P has been described in recent studies, as well as the currents that are driven in part by a pressure gradient, which pushes relatively cool, low-salinity water from the Atlantic and through the straights of Sicily across the EMS. It was widely accepted for many years that the EMS was P-limited. However, the CYCLOPS experiment found that at least eukaryotic phytoplankton were co-limited by both N and P in surface waters (< 8m), while bacterial phytoplankton and mesozooplankton exhibited growth responses to P addition alone. Recent results from samples collected in August 2010 during the CYBO oceanographic  cruise in the EEZ of Cyprus, confirm previously recorded nutrient concentrations, showing that both N and P exist in very low concentrations at shallow depths, and that the N:P ratio averages between 10:1 and 12:1 at shallow depths only to peak at approximately 200m at a mean ratio of 23.4:1 ± 1.48SE. These findings raise questions about plankton speciesin the region, and the metabolic basis for their productivity. For instance, what are the dominant phytoplankton species and photosynthetic pigments present along the water column? How active are nitrogen-fixers? What are the limiting nutrients along the water column? And for connecting these to the pelagic ecosystem, what is the role of zooplankton in the top-down control of microbial and phytoplankton-based food web in this ultra-oligotrophic pelagic environment? How important is the role of zooplankton in the determination of the microbial loop’s pathway and the classical food chain’s pathway? Answering these questions will shed light on patterns of nutrient cycling and identify key indicator species for ecosystem health in the pelagic zone and for primary productivity. 
Specific aims that we are interested in, in order to support the answering of these questions, include measuring chlorophyll-α, backscatter, phytoplankton enumeration, and primary and bacterial production rates using HPLC. Also, we may predict nutrient changes by using a 1-D flux reservoir model to describe the water column, new production, the nature of nutrient cycling.

To achieve these goals, the Oceanography Centre, University of Cyprus is seeking partners to determine inter-seasonal trends in plankton taxa present in marine areas of interest throughout the photic zone. We will seek to complement those observations with descriptions of nutrient limitations, depth preferences, and tolerances for temperature and salinity for abundant plankton species.

Key words :

Marine microbiology ; nutrient cycling ; primary productivity ; plankton ; mediterranean ;


	Other Partners in the Consortium already identified :
     


	Previous experience as a Coordinator in RTD projects      FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  no           
                                       or Partner in RTD projects            FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  no

If yes, in which projects?

MFSPP, CYCLOPS, MFSTEP, PREMARPOL, AKTH, ECOOP, MERSEA-1,MERSEA-IP, MyOcean, MyOCean2, MyOcean-FO, SESAME,  PERSEUS, MEDESS4MS, RAOP-MED, Sea-Search, SeaDataNet, SeaDataNet2, EMODNET lot3, EMODNET2 lot3. 



	Target Partner Sought

	Target Partner Organisation type : 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher Education / University
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Industry / SME

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Organisations

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public or Governmental Body
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual Partner

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NGOs / Voluntary Civil Society Organisations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify)      

	

	Target Partner Country :

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Any Country
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member State or Associated Country

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Third Country
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Cooperation Country ICPC

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Country      
	

	

	Expertise required (key words) :

Marine research cruises; plankton; nutrients; primary productivity


	Role of Partner / Potential Contribution to the project :
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research
               FORMCHECKBOX 
 Innovation                                      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prototype/ Model development      

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 IPR Know-How           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dissemination and Outreach         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Capacity Building    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hosting/Sending Secondments                                          

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Networking



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      


	Date:       



	Collection and processing of personal data is carried out according to the Processing of Personal Data (Protection of the Individual) Law of 2001 and RPF’s Regulation on Collection, Processing and Use of Personal Data.RPF’s regulation is posted on RPF’s website.




Please fill in the form and return it to the National Contact Point in charge. For a full list of National Contact Points visit our website http://www.research.org.cy/EL/index.html
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